
  

JESUS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT  
LESSON 6 Ð THE PATRIARCHS (JACOB ) 

 
 
THE THEME OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 
In Genesis 3:15 Adam, Eve and Lucifer are told that mankind will be ransomed and Satan defeated by a 
human born Messiah.  From that point forward in the Old Testament, the story is all about Christ is and 
when Christ will come. 
 
Abraham is a symbol of GOD.  Isaac is a symbol of Christ.  Rebecca is a symbol of the Church and 
Abraham’s servant who delivers the gift to Rebecca is a symbol of the Holy Spirit (a gift to the Church). 
 
Jacob (Israel) carries the story further and as we should expect, it is all about the “He” of Genesis 3:15. 
 
 

JACOB  
 
Jacob first purchases his first-born brother’s birthright for a pot of Jacobite stew.  He then deceives his 
father into thinking he is the first-born and receives Isaac’s blessing. (His mother puts him up to it.) 
 
Jacob’s brother Esau finds out and begins plotting to kill Jacob.  Rebecca hears of the plot and sends 
Jacob away to find a bride among their own people (she does not get along with Esau’s two Hittite wives). 
 
 
HE (JACOB) STRUGGLES WITH GOD 
 
Why is Jacob special?  We know the 12 Tribes of Israel must something major to do with the “He” of 
Genesis 3:15…(12 Apostles) 
 
This is the Jacob who in Genesis 29 cheats his own brother is then cheated by his future father-in-law 
Laban.  He works 7 years for the wrong girl.  He gets the older daughter Leah and her maidservant 
Zilpah.  He then works another 7 years and finally gets Rachel (whom he truly loves) and her maidservant 
Bilhah.  It is his wife Rachel who steals her father’s household gods when Jacob departs Laban. 
 
How can these kind of people be the custodians of GODÕs Covenant?  
 
The answer is found in the encounter between Jacob and his father-in-law Laban.   
 
Rachel worships household gods.   
Laban worships household gods.   
Leah worships household gods.   
It is almost certain the maidservants Zilpah and Bilhah also worship household gods.   
 
Despite 20 years among these people (his own relatives who should have been faithful to GOD), Jacob is 
faithful to the LORD GOD JEHOVAH. 
 
Here is Jacob when he hears his brother Esau is coming to meet him with 400 men at arms. 
 
GENESIS 32 
9 Then Jacob prayed, "O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, O LORD, who said to 
me, 'Go back to your country and your relatives, and I will make you prosper,' 10 I am unworthy of 
all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown your servant. I had only my staff when I crossed 
this Jordan, but now I have become two groups. 11 Save me, I pray, from the hand of my brother 
Esau, for I am afraid he will come and attack me, and also the mothers with their children. 12 But 
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you have said, 'I will surely make you prosper and will make your descendants like the sand of the 
sea, which cannot be counted.' " 
 
After so many years, Jacob remembers covenant .  That is Jacob!  And, that is the Jacob who, in the 
same Chapter, wrestles with GOD and is given a new name.   
 
Jacob becomes ISRAEL.  Then the man said, "Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, 
because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome."    (Genesis 32) 
 
ISRAEL MEANS, “he struggles with GOD.”  Can you think of any more fitting name … even today? 
 
 
WHO ARE THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL?  
 
Four women are the mothers of the twelve sons of Jacob (12 tribes of Israel). 
 
Abraham and Sarah had Isaac.  Isaac married Rebecca and had twins, Jacob and Esau.  Jacob 
purchased the birthright from Esau. Jacob had two wives, Leah and Rachel.  Leah brought her 
maidservant handmaid Zilpah.  Rachel brought her maidservant Bilhah.   
 
¥ Leah had Reuben the firstborn. Then Leah had Simeon, then Levi then Judah.   
¥ By this time Rachel (who was barren), could bear the ridicule no more..  To be barren was an 

embarrassment (even a curse) so Rachel resor ted to a common practice in their culture.  She 
gave her handmaiden Bilhah to Jacob as a concubine.  

¥ Bilhah bore Dan and Naphtali.   
¥ Not to be outdone, Leah also gave her handmaid Zilpah, to Jacob.   
¥ Zilpah bore Gad and Asher. 
¥ Finally Rachel had her first child (firstborn) Joseph.  (Joseph is one of the greatest types of Christ 

found in all scripture)   
¥ Leah then bore Issachar and Zebulun. 
¥ Rachel finally bore Benjamin.  Benjamin was much younger than Joseph but had a special 

relationship with him because of their mother. 
 

 
¥ When Joseph went to Egypt he married an Egyptian (Gentile) and had Manasseh and Ephraim.   

 



 - 3 - 

¥ When the whole family gathered in Egypt, Jacob adopted them as his own.  In fact when he blessed 
them he crossed his hands which upset Joseph since he expected Manasseh (the firstborn) to get the 
better of the two blessings.  Jacob by the HS knew what he was doing and Ephraim go the better 
blessing of the two. 

¥ If you count you will find Ephraim & Manasseh (always counted together) make 13 tribes but Joseph 
can be broken into two.  (The tribe of Joseph)  If the tribes are involved in a military operation (from 
which Levi was exempt) you still get 12.  You always get 12 even if one is omitted for some reason. 

¥ There were many problems with the successions .  Reuben was the firstborn but he had an 
illicit relationship with his fatherÕs concubine.  Simeon and Levi brutally killed the men of 
Shechem.  Judah would be next in line but Joseph was favored as the firstborn from Rachel.  

¥ Throughout, GOD never loses sight of working through man’s follies to one day usher in the “He” of 
Genesis 3:15. 

 
 
JACOBÕS LAST PROPHECY (A RIDDLE)  
 
In the next to last chapter of Genesis (Chapter 49) we find Jacob, the father of the nation of Israel and, 
the father of the twelve tribes of Israel, on his death bed. 
 
In the scene, Jacob/Israel prophecies over each of his 12 sons.  The twelve tribes of Israel will all play a 
part in the coming of the “He” of Genesis 3:15.  What is interesting is that each prophecy Jacob gives 
is a riddl e. 
 
Those who have come this far in our study should automatically look at the tribe that is most directly 
connected to the “He” of Genesis 3:15, to see if there is anything interesting regarding His coming. 
 
That tribe is Judah (The Lion of Judah) and, you are not disappointed. 
 

 

JESUS PROPHESIED IN JUDAHÕS BLESSING Ð Genesis 49:8 -12 

"Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your 
father's sons will bow down to you. 9 You are a lion's cub, O Judah; you return from the prey, my 
son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a lioness-who dares to rouse him? 10 The scepter 
will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it 
belongs and the obedience of the nations is his. 11 He will tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to 
the choicest branch; he will wash his garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes. 12 His 
eyes will be darker than wine, his teeth whiter than milk. 
 
 
HOW JESUS FULFILLS THIS AMAZING PROPHECY  
 
49:8 – Messiah (Jesus) will come through the tribe of Judah. 
49:8 – Messiah (Jesus) will be victorious over all His enemies. 
49:8 - All the other tribes will bow down before Him. 
49:10 – Messiah (Jesus) will appear before the “scepter” or legal authority to judge Jews, will be taken 
away from the tribe of Judah. 
49:11 – Messiah (Jesus) will come humbly riding on a donkey. 
49:11 – Messiah (Jesus) will wash us clean with His Own blood. 
49:12 – Messiah (Jesus) will be pure of mind and speech. (a man, and yet, not with the sinfulness of a 
human) 
 
 
A REALLY INTERESTING HISTORICAL FOOTNOTE  
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Verse 10 is especially interesting and the subject of many scholarly reviews.   In it Judah talks about a 
Lawgiver, a Scepter and a One to whom the Scepter belongs. 
 
First some definitions.  The following are from Hebrew scholars. 
 
¥ Lawgiver = the ruling “Lawgiver” status awarded to the Tribe of Judah by GOD.  Psalm 60:6-7 says, 

“God has spoken…Judah is My Lawgiver.”  This has clear Messianic implications. 
¥ Shiloh = in Hebrew is “The He to whom it belongs” (Messiah) 
¥ Scepter = in Hebrew is “Tribe” or “Ruling Scepter as of a king of the Tribe of Judah”.  Again, 

Messianic consequences however here we see the ruling scepter given to the Lawgiver (Judah) until 
“the He to whom it belongs” appears. (Messiah) 

 
WHEN DID THE JEWS LOSE THEIR LEGAL RIGHT TO RULE (SCEPTER)?  
 
During the Babylonian Captivity (606-537 BC), Judah retained its tribal staff or national identity.  Ezra tells 
us the Jews retained their own lawgivers or Judges.  During the Medo-Persian, Greek and Roman 
empires the same occurred. 
 
Then, in 6 to 7 AD, the Roman Procurator Caponius came to power.  He immediately removed the legal 
power of the Sanhedrin including capital punishment. (That is why the Sanhedrin had to approach Pilate 
when they wanted to crucify Jesus). 
 
Both the Babylonian Talmud and Josephus tell us when this occurred, members of the Sanhedrin put on 
sackcloth and ashes and walked around the walls of Jerusalem weeping,  ÒWoe unto us for the scepter 
has departed from Judah and the Messiah has not come!”  
 
They recognized Genesis 49:10 as a prophecy that the scepter WOULD NOT depart from the Jewish 
nation BEFORE the Messiah came and they were weeping because they had lost the scepter (power) 
and no Messiah. 
 
Rather than question GODÕs Promises, they should have been doing the same thing the Wise Men 
in the East were doing.  While they were marching around the walls a little boy at a carpenterÕs 
shop in Nazareth was preparing to fulfill GODÕs Promise and earthÕs destiny.  
 
 
 
 

JACOBÕS ROCK & A STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN  
 
Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the 
night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay 
down to sleep. Genesis 28:10 -22 
 
He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, 
and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. There above it stood the LORD, and 
he said: "I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and 
your descendants the land on which you are lying. All peoples on earth will be blessed through 
you and your offspring.  
 
When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, "Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not 
aware of it." He was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place!  
 
THE CONNECTION WITH THE TABERNACLE AND TEMPLE  
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This is none other than the house of God;  
this is the gate of heaven."  
Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a pillar 
and poured oil on top of it. 
…this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God's house…" (VERSE 22) 
 
 
CHRIST AND JACOBÕS LADDER 
 
“Someone greater than the Temple is here among you.” 
 
John 1:43-51 

Then Nathanael declared, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel."  

Jesus said, "You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You shall see greater 
things than that." He then added, "I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man." 
. 
 

THE TABERNACLE  (THE HOUSE OF BLOOD) 
 
ÒThe WORD became flesh and TABERNACLED among us.Ó   (John 1:1 -2) 
 
While Moses was at Mt. Horeb GOD also gave him specific information for building a portable Tent of 
Meeting that would be carried with the Israelites as they traveled to the Promised Land.  This 
“Tabernacle” was a symbolic precursor to the future Temple. 
 
You might find it interesting that Scripture devotes more space to the description of the Tabernacle than 
any other single subject in the entire Bible with the exception of Christ Himself.  15 Chapters! (Exodus 25 
- 40).   
 
This alone emphasizes its importance to GOD.  As you might expect, every detail of this fascinating 
structure relates to the “He” of Genesis 3:15…to Christ. 
 
OBSERVATION :  For centuries scholars have seen the form of a man in the Tabernacle (Hebrew = 
Mishkan), but not a whole man…only the upper torso 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¥ The Tabernacle seems to be the beginning of man as he was intended to be. 
¥ The Tabernacle had only two main rooms instead of three (perfectly complete), the Holy of Holies and 

Holy Place. 
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¥ It had no Porch. Its two rooms were half the size of the Temple’s and one third its height.  
¥ It is the sockets’ layout, figures A, B, and C, that reveals a partial man 
¥ In 26:31 - 33 the curtain or veil which separated Holy of Holies from the Holy Place is mentioned (see 

v. 33) and we are told that this special curtain (paroket, meaning separatrix, the feminine of 
separator) was suspended by four goldplated pillars (i.e., posts or beams of acacia wood) which were 
inserted into four sockets of silver.  

¥ These four sockets form the shoulders, figure C, above.  
 
TRIVIA:   The 100 silver sockets of the Tabernacle and the 90 silver plated cells of the Temple relate to 
the ages of Abraham and Sarah when they had Isaac, while silver itself relates to the priesthood and the 
sacrifices. 
 

 
Let’s begin by understanding the symbols.  Just as in the Garden of Eden GOD uses symbols to refresh 
our memories. 
 
¥ Brass/bronze  = Fire, Judgment  (Brass can sustain fire) 
¥ Gold  = Deity (Gold always represents kingship or, deity) 
¥ Silver  = Blood (Silver is the type of redemption coin used in the Temple because i 
¥ t represented blood.  You will recall, Jesus was betrayed for 30 pieces of silver.  Judas said he had 

betrayed “innocent blood” and then symbolically threw silver coins on the floor of the Temple.  That is 
not a mere coincidence.) 

¥ Acacia Wood  = The cross, sacrifice. 
¥ White linen  = righteousness. 
 
Now let’s look at how these symbols were used in its manufacture. 
 
 
 
PURE AND UNSTAINED 
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Assuming a cubit is about 1.5’ the Tabernacle was about 75 feet wide and 150 feet long. It was 
surrounded by a white linen fence about 7.5 feet tall.  Looking at the Tabernacle from the worldly view, it 
was completely white.  (White = Righteousness) 
 
SYMBOLS OF SACRIFICE AND KINGSHIP  
 
The Tabernacle was also built of acacia wood planks covered with gold and placed vertically.  (Acacia 
wood = the Cross/sacrifice)  (Gold = Kingship) 
 
RESTING ON BLOOD 
 
The base of these gold planks rested on silver sockets. The entire Tabernacle rested on silver (Silver = 
Blood). 
 
 
THE CROSS AND JUDGMENT 
 
As you entered the first thing you saw was an altar (the Altar of “Sacrifice”), built from acacia wood.  
(Acacia wood = the Cross/sacrifice)  The acacia wood altar was then covered with bronze.  (Brass/bronze 
= fire or judgment) 
 
 
LIVING WATER (CARRIED THROUGH IN THE SYMBOLS OF CHRISTIAN BAPTISM)  
 
Next was the laver – a huge brass (Judgment) washbasin.  (In Solomon’s Temple it was about 15 feet 
high and 7.5 ft deep although the exact size is not specified in the Tabernacle)  The laver was where the 
priests washed in preparation for their various duties.  They could then enter the Tabernacle proper.   
 
THE HOLY PLACE & THE HOLY OF HOLIES  
 
The priests first entered a room that was roughly 15x30 called THE HOLY PLACE.   It was separated from 
the inner sanctum, THE HOLY OF HOLIES  which was an exact cube: 15’ square. 
 
Here stood a 7-branched lamp-stand – the menorah. Across from it was the Table of Show-bread; twelve 
loaves that were changed every Sabbath. 
 
In front of the Veil of the Holy of Holies was a golden altar, also called the Altar of Incense which lifted up 
prayers to GOD. 
 
THE ARK OF THE COVENANT, T HE TEN COMMANDMENTS AND THE ROD OF AARON  
 
Then in the Holy of Holies was THE ARK OF THE COVENANT , a coffin-like structure that held THE TEN 
COMMANDMENTS and ROD OF AARON . 
 
THE MERCY SEAT 
 
On top of the Ark was THE MERCY SEAT (the word means propitiation/offering).  It was solid gold with 
two cherubim over it. 
 
GOD in the form of the SHEKINAH GLORY entered and hovered over the Mercy Seat. 
 
So, in a very literal sense, GOD was represented in the midst of His people as He proclaimed. 
 
THE APOSTLE JOHN  
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Altogether there were 7 PIECES OF FURNITURE, and each of these linked to Christ (Messiah, the He of 
Genesis 3:15). 
 
In fact, John builds his Gospel around 7 “I Am” statements.  John envisions the Tabernacle as a symbol 
of Christ. 
 

I Am the door  
(gate) – John 10 

There is only one entrance to the Tabernacle .  Only one way to the throne of 
GOD. 

I Am the light  of 
the world - 
John 8 & 9 

The only light in the Tabernacle was the light of the menorah . Jesus elaborated on 
this by saying, 

I Am the vine  
and you are the 
branches – John 
15 

This may refer to the branches of the menorah . This could imply He is the 7th 
candle.  We are the 6 candlesticks. 7 = perfection 

I Am the bread  
of life – John 6 

The Table of Showbread  which was a symbol of the bread given by GOD in the 
wilderness and eaten.  We eat the bread when we take communion. 

I Am from 
above  – John 8 

The Altar of Incense  lifted up prayers to GOD but Christ declared he was already 
from above. He makes intercession before the throne of GOD on our behalf.   

I Am the go od 
shepherd  – 
John 10 

Moses and the priests  guarded the entrance to the door of the Tabernacle.  Christ 
says He is the guardian of GOD’s House. 

I Am the 
resurrection 
and the life  – 
John 11 
the way, the 
truth and the 
life – John 14 

The Holy of Holies  which held the Ark of the Covenant  (Unbreakable promise by 
GOD) and the Mercy Seat  (for our sins) which the Shekinah  (Holy Spirit) hovered 
over. 
 
 
In Exodus 40.34 -38 the glory of GOD fills the Tabernacle as the Lord dwelled 
among Israel.  
 

 
INTERESTING JEWISH NOTE 
 
¥ At the time of Christ Pharisees saw these symbolisms in a mystical ADAM. 
¥ Christ is described by Paul as the “LAST ADAM”.  (1 Corinthians 15:45) 
 
 
 

THE TEMPLE 
 
SOLOMONÕS TEMPLE (AN EXTENSION OF THE TABERNACLE) 
 
For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among 
them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people."  2 Corinthians 6:16  
 
The Temple was built by Solomon 400 years after the Tabernacle (40 X 10 = symbolic).  And, it stood for 
400 years before being destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC. 
 
It took 30,000 Israelites and 150,000 Canaanites 7 years to complete. 
 
Just as details for the Tabernacle design were given by GOD the Temple design was very specific and 
held deep symbolic references to the “He” of Genesis 3:15 and our return to Eden.   (GOD teaching us 
what to expect) 
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The Temple was basically the Tabernacle with an outer covering that became more complete.   
 
The shape is of particular interest  and directly connected to the “He” of Genesis 3:15.  
 
 
OUR BODIES, THE TEMPLE 
 
Peter, Paul and, the author of Hebrews describe our bodies as the Temple? 
 
Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? If anyone 
destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple. 
 1 Corinthians 3:9-16 
 
Now, think about this symbolic connection between the Temple and our physical-spiritual body and the 
many allusions to Christ’s Body (Who is the “He” of Genesis 3:15). 
 
Let’s begin with the Tabernacle. 
 
Remember GOD’s message ALWAYS tells us to look to the “He” of Genesis 3:15 for our return to Eden 
(Salvation). 
 
 
The Temple was basically the Tabernacle with an outer covering that became more 
complete.  The shape is of particular interes t and connected to the ÒHeÓ.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JACOBÕS DREAM AND THE TEMPLE 
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Jewish tradition says Jacob saw the Temple  in his dream at Bethel.  Whether or not this is true, is not 
the point.  The point is that Jews connect Jacob to the Temple. 
 
After seeing angels ascending and descending on a stairway (Christ tells Nathaniel He is the ladder, see 
John 1), he says in Genesis 28:17, "This is none other than the house of God ...," and in v. 19 renames 
the place Beth-El, House of God, which is a frequent biblical designation for the Temple.  
In this theory, Jacob's raised head corresponds to an elevated Holy of Holies and his ‘pillow stone’ (v. 11) 
to the Even Shetiyah or "Foundation Stone" where Abraham had earlier bound Isaac (22:9 -11). 
In other words, as he slept his head and body prophetically became a model for the Temple which was 
built atop Mt. Moriah. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
SOLOMONÕS TEMPLE  Ð A COMPLETED ÒHEÓ OF GENESIS 3:15) 
 
Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own 
sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered 
himself.  Hebrews 7:27  
 
FROM ADAM TO CHRIST 
 
So it is written: "The first man Adam became a living being, the last Adam (Christ), a life-giving 
spirit”. 1 Corinthians 15:45 
 
If the shape of the Tabernacle was a symbolic Adam then we should look for a symbolic ÒHeÓ of 
Genesis 3:15 in the shape of the Temple.  And, that is exactly what we find.  
 
NOTE: Although many will disagree, I believe Herod’s Temple was, and will be, the last Temple ever 
built.  The Temple discussed in the Revelation (and believed to be rebuilt by most American evangelical’s 
today as a sign of the 2nd Coming) in my study is clearly referring to Herod’s Temple before the 
destruction of 70 AD and, when John sees the New Jerusalem coming down from Heaven, there is NO 
TEMPLE in the city (“I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are its temple”.  Revelation 21:22) Lets’ put it this way if I am wrong (which I may be), and if 
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GOD has the Temple rebuilt before or at the 2nd Coming, it will be destroyed again for a 3rd time or in the 
vernacular, “Left Behind”. 
 
 
SOLOMONÕS TEMPLE CHRIST AS THE HIGH PRIEST 
 
THE TEMPLE LAYOUT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Many scholars believe that Peter, Paul and the author of Hebrews were fully aware of symbolisms 
associated with GOD’s plans for the architecture of both the Tabernacle and First Temple.  
 
Peter and the author of Hebrews both make a point that Christ is our High Priest. 
 
If you examine the Temple structure closely, it appears to be in the form of a “High Priest”. 
 
The Holy of Holies is elevated and physically built on Isaac’s Rock. (Remember Jacob’s head resting on a 
rock and the stairway/ladder to Heaven?) 
 
Jacob in fact, renames the place Beth-El which means, House of GOD, and, which is a frequent biblical 
designation for the Temple.  
 
Jacob's raised head corresponds to an elevated Holy of Holies and his ‘pillow stone’ to the Even Shetiyah 
or "Foundation Stone" where Abraham had earlier bound Isaac (Gen 22:9 -11) 

 

THE SYMBOLIC BODY OF CHRIST  
 
1. The High Priest’s turban was represented by the Treasury Rooms where gold 

and silver were stored.  (1 Kings 7:51) 
2. The eyes were formed by two 10-cubit tall cherubs of gold plated olive wood (1 

Kings 6:23) 
3. The nose area was located where the ark of the covenant rested and in fact, 

the poles were attached to the long sides “drawn forward” (1 Kings 8:8) 
4. The neck was represented by the stairway that led from the Holy Place to a 

slightly elevated Holy of Holies.  
5.     The heart was represented by a gold plated alter with sweet smelling smoke 

symbolizing prayers lifted up to GOD. 
6.      In the area that represented the torso or upper body were the showbread 

(bread and wine), symbolizing flesh and blood (1 Kings 7:48) 
7.     Also in this area were the lamps that symbolized the light (knowledge) of GOD. 
8.     The lower body was represented by the portico or porch (1 Kings 6:3 and II 

Chronicles 3:4) 
9.      On both sides of the body were priest’s cells which corresponded to the arms.   
10.    Interestingly five (5) bronze lavers were located on both the north and south 

sides near the porch.  These lavers were for washing off of any residue of 
blood in the sacrificial meats (1 Kings 7;38 and II Chronicles 4:6), just as we 
wash our hands for cleanliness and so that what we touch will not be defiled. 

11.    Below the body proper were two (2) large bronze pillars.  These possibly 
represented legs. (what we stand on)  They were named Jachin and Boaz.  In 
Hebrew Jachin means he will establish, and Boaz was the husband of Ruth 
(remember the rich symbolism of Ruth?), the great-grandfather of King David 
through whom Jesus (the “He” of Genesis 3:15), would be born. 

12.   To the right side of the Temple was a huge laver (bowl) made of bronze filled 
with water and held up by twelve (12) bulls.  This huge laver was for the priests 
to wash their hands and feet (II Chronicles 4:2). The laver symbolized the basin 
of the Red Sea through which GOD led Israel to the Promised Land. The 
foundation being the twelve tribes of Israel (the bulls). 

13.    Finally, the feet stood at the Sacrificial Altar.  The Altar signified atonement for 
sin (II Chronicles 4:1). 
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THE TEMPLE AND BODY SYMBOLISM  IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 
·        1 Corinthians 3:9-16 - Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit 

lives in you? If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and 
you are that temple. 

·        1 Corinthians 6:19 - Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 
whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 

·        2 Corinthians 6:16 - For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them 
and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people. 

·        Ephesians 2:19-21 - Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with 
God's people and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and 
rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a 
dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

·        Hebrews 3:6 - But Christ is faithful as a son over God's house. And we are his house, if we hold on 
to our courage and the hope of which we boast. 

·        1 Peter 2:5 - you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

·        1 Peter 4:17 - For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins 
with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? 

 
 


